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the original occupants, the Tippera people. They
now tried their strength against the adjoining strong
hill tribe, the Jaintias, whose Raja was defeated and his
capital, Khaspur, taken. A few years later, namely
in 1606, trouble again occurred with the Ahoms and
the two forces met at Dharmtika, where the Ahom
king, Pratap Sing, was successful, but later received
a signal defeat at Raha near Nowgong ; after which
he withdrew his forces owing to fears of an approach-
ing Mahomedan invasion. A more or less peaceful
period then set in for the Kacharis lasting some ninety
years, when in 1696 Rudra Sing, one of the greatest
of the Ahom monarchs, made war upon the Kachari
king, Tamradhoj, who had proclaimed his independ-
ence, and sent an army of 37,000 up the Dhansiri
to Dijoa, and another of 34,000 via Raha and the
Kopili valley. The objective of each was Maibong,
the capital, and both forces had to make their own
roads through the forest as they advanced. The
former force having defeated the Kacharis at Dijoa
(now Mohan Dijoa on the north-eastern edge of the
Mikir hills), reached Maibong first, and in a pitched
battle crushed Tamradhoj's forces and captured the
city, demolishing its walls and defences. The Raha
army having had enormous difficulties to contend with
in cutting its way through dense forests arrived late,
but was used to continue the war into Cachar, having
Khaspur city as its objective. Much sickness in his
army, and finding great difficulty in the matter of food
supplies, caused Rudra Sing to give up the attempt
and withdraw his troops. The Jaintias never having
got over their defeat by the Kacharis, began trouble
in 1705, and after a series of small actions their Raja